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This prayer was evidently startling; the beam dis-
appeared. My body resumed its normal weight and sank
on the bed; the swarm of dazzling ceiling lights flickered
and vanished. My time to leave this earth had appa-
rently not arrived.

"Besides," I thought philosophically, "Elijah might well
be displeased at my presumption!"

In God's plan and play (lila), the sole function of Satan or
Maya is to attempt to divert man from Spirit to matter, from
Reality to unreality.
Christ describes maya picturesquely as a devil, a murderer, and
a liar. *The devil . . . was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and
the father of it." (John- 8:44).
"The devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works
of the devil." (/ John 3:8). That is, the manifestation of Christ
Consciousness, within man's own being, effortlessly destroys the
illusions or "works of the devil". Maya is "from the beginning/"
because of its structural inherence in the phenomenal worlds.
These are ever in transitional flux as antithesis to the Divine
immutability.